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enemy of the new religion, and she and the Guises were de-
termined, now that the latter had complete power, to exercise
it by a vigorous stamping out, by the most ruthless methods,
of Protestantism in France. And as Catherine was considered
to have leanings towards the Protestant party, and at any
rate to be exceedingly lukewarm, and certain not to be at all
disposed towards the stringent measures which the Guises in-
tended to adopt, they were determined not to allow her to
have any control over affairs. So that Catherine, during her
eldest son's short reign of seventeen months, though outwardly
occupying a more important position owing to the removal
from the scene of the Duchess of Valentinois, had practically
little more power than she had during her husband's lifetime;
and although Francis II began his reign by issuing a decree
ordering his mother's authority to be obeyed as if it were his
own, this became a dead letter (if it was ever intended to be
anything else), and the Guises alone ruled France.22 To the
Duke of Guise Francis by a formal decree gave absolute
authority over the whole of the military affairs of the king-
dom,2" and to his brother, Charles de Guise, Cardinal of
Loiraine, similar authority over the whole of the civil affairs,
while one lucrative office after another was absorbed by them
and their brothers. With the entire administration of 'the
kingdom in their hands, the ambition of this family became
more unbounded than ever, and they aspired even to set aside
all the princes of the blood royal.

Shortly after Henry IPs death, Catherine, in her dejection
at the loss of the husband she had loved, the incapacity of
her eldest son, and the unquiet state of the kingdom/which
threatened, under the intolerant rule of the Guises, soon to
bring heavy troubles upon the throne, went off to Chaumont,
before its transfer to Diane de Poictiers had been effected,
to consult her astrologer Ruggieri (who had long lived there
in a set of apartments in one of the towers of the castle) as
to the future of herself and her sons. And then ensued that
strange "Vision of the future Kings of France," of which one